
Who are we?
NatCen Social Research is an independent, not for profit organisation 
and we conduct research into social issues. Our clients include the 
Government, universities, charities, think tanks and commercial 
organisations. We’re inspired by the belief that social research has 
the power to make life better and our findings are used to shape 
policy decisions and public services. We’ve been running for over 
40 years and employ 1,100 interviewers and around 150 researchers, 
with offices in London and Edinburgh.

What makes the British Social Attitudes survey 
different?

The British Social Attitudes survey has been running since 1983. 
During that time we’ve interviewed around 100,000 members of the 
public.  Every year we ask each person who takes part in the survey 
up to 300 questions. We repeat some  questions over time, which 
means we’re able to provide unique insight into how social attitudes 
have  changed during the last three decades.

How was the survey conducted?

The 2015 survey consisted of 4328 interviews with a representative, 
random sample of adults in Britain. Addresses were randomly 
selected and visited by one of our interviewers. After selecting one 
adult at the address, again at random, the interviewer carried out an 
hour long interview. Most questions were answered by the participant 
selecting an answer from a set of cards. We spoke to 3778 people in 
England, 335 people in Scotland and 215 people in Wales.

How do we decide what topics to cover?

The topics we cover in each report depend on the identities and 
interests of our funders. Some questions are asked every year, others 
every couple of years, and others less frequently.

How is the British Social Attitudes survey funded?

Questions in the 2015 survey were funded by the following: the 
Department for Work and Pensions, the Department for Transport, 
The King’s Fund, the Economic and the Social Research Council 
(ESRC), Public Health England, Government Equalities Office and 
Aarhus University.
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Can I speak to a NatCen Social Research media 
spokesperson?

For more information about our spokespeople please contact 
NatCen’s Head of Press & PR, Leigh Marshall on 0207 549 8606 / 
07828031150 or leigh.marshall@natcen.ac.uk or our Press Officer, 
Sophie Brown on 0207 549 9550 / 07734960069 or  
sophie.brown@natcen.ac.uk. Our spokespeople are featured in 
national and local press, television and radio, commenting on topical 
social issues or featuring in articles about issues which they are 
expert on.

What other research does NatCen Social Research 
do? 

We do research in the following areas: children and young people, 
communities, families, crime and justice, health and wellbeing, 
equality and diversity, housing, income and work, schools, education 
and training and transport.
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